REGILDING THE CRESCENT
affecting seniority and retirement. In all the
long line of foreign instructors who have been
engaged for the Ottoman army since the time of
Bonneval (officially Achmet Pacha), it may be
questioned whether any has done such good
work as General von der Goltz.
Undoubtedly, he has splendid material to
work with. In the late reign it was common
knowledge that no officer dared to interest
himself too closely in the personnel of his regi-
ment, for fear of being reported by the Palace
spies, suspected of intriguing, and transported,
without a hearing, to African Tripoli or the
Yemen. All this is changed, and, together with
a better equipment of Mauser rifles and field-
guns, the general efficiency of the army is being
raised by training and manoeuvres. The Turkish
soldier loves fighting, and fights as one to the
manner born. He is frugal and abstemious.
Now and then, no doubt, the Turkish troops
were guilty of excesses in dealing with un-
armed Armenians, but it is equally certain
that many of these misdeeds were the work
of the irregular regiments of Kurds, whom
the ex-Sultan used habitually to launch against
the race he hated. The army is as demo-
cratic as the nation, and many of the soldiers
address their superior officers with an easy
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